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A rtist and long-time Lewes DE resident , Constance Costigan passed away on

Tuesday, August 27 after 89 years of an extraordinary life. She is survived by
Michael Krausz, her beloved husband of 48 years, and by numerous close friends in

her circles of friendships.

Connie was a renaissance woman. Her love of the arts spanned diverse disciplines and began early
in her childhood. She became a tenured Professor of Fine Arts at George Washington University
where she served from 1976-2002, and since then as Professor Emerita. She won many juried

awards, including the Delaware by Hand Master award, and fellowships from several foundations
including the MacDowell Colony. She was elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts in London,

England, and served as Distinguished Visiting Professor at the American University in Cairo,
Egypt. She enjoyed the outdoors, hiking and rock climbing in her youth. She enjoyed classical
music and the symphony. She traveled the world and spoke often of her trips to Ladakh in the

Himalayas of India.

Connie created beautiful and moving works of art that many people now enjoy, locally and
beyond. In Connie’s words, “My work suggests visions of stillness and sensuality, spiritual

meditations on energy and matter in constant transformation. The object of my work is to bring
forth the presence of the unseen.”

Her works are in major collections such as the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, the
Phillips Collection, the University of Iowa Museum, the George Washington University
Permanent Collection, and other public and private collections in the U.S. and abroad. She was

the subject of a one-person show and catalog at the Phillips Collection. Her works have been
exhibited in one-person and group shows in New York, Washington, Philadelphia, Cleveland,

England, Scotland, and India. A frequent lecturer and juror for art programs, she conducted
workshops at numerous educational and arts organizations. She received her B.S. from Simmons
College and the Boston Museum School, her M.A. in painting from American University in

Washington, D.C., and engaged in post-graduate work at the University of California-Berkeley,
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the University of Virginia-Fairfax, and the University of the District of Columbia. Significant work
provided her with experience as a designer, curator, and instructor for the Smithsonian

Institution, Washington, D.C., Arlington County (Virginia) Public Schools, and Arlington Art
Center in Virginia, among others.

In the 1970s, Connie and Michael bought a wonderful old house on East Market Street. in Lewes.
For many years, Connie taught at George Washington University and Michael taught Philosophy
at Bryn Mawr, connecting on the weekends in Lewes. After retiring in 2003, Connie moved to

Lewes full-time. She became an active supporter and volunteer for the Rehoboth Art League, the
Greater Lewes Foundation, the Historic Lewes Farmers Market, the Beebe Foundation, and the

Lewes Historical Society. We are all grateful that Greater Lewes is a more cultured and beautiful
place due to Connie’s efforts.

Connie was filled with amazing and contagious joie de vivre. She was also a great friend to so

many people, nurturing her circles of friendships, including her Lewes neighbors, fellow artists of
the Artists’ Exchange in Delaware, and the book clubs she cherished for decades. She enriched our
lives in the years we were privileged to spend with her. She leaves a great void in our hearts that

can only be filled by our wonderful memories of time with her.

A celebration of her life for friends and family will be held on Friday, October 18, 2024, from

noon until 3:00 PM at the Lewes Yacht Club.

Contributions in Connie’s name would be welcome at any of the charities listed above. Connie
loved them all!

Please sign the virtual guestbook located on the tribute page.
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EO Eileen Olson posted:

I knew Connie through our group called The Artist Exchange of Delaware. She lived a long and

fulfilled life, and I feel privileged to have known her. She taught me to stand up for my rights as an

artist and encouraged me to pursue a one person art show at the Ward Museum in Salisbury.

Connie’s presence at our meetings brought a new depth to our critiques, enriching our

discussions and fostering a collaborative environment.I will never forget her kind and gentle spirit.

May she rest in peace. Eileen Olson

September 7 at 11:32 AM

JC Jolene Costigan posted:

I only met Connie twice. I married her nephew Richard Costigan 2002. We met Connie in Santa Fe

New Mexico while on our honeymoon. She was a very impressive grand lady. Richard passed

sway 2020 and I know for a certainty that he was waiting for his Aunt Connie with open arms. He

was an artist also. Connie I am so glad I knew who you were. ♥️

September 6 at 4:38 PM

DH Denni H Kan posted:

Connie was my Design Teacher at GWU from 1976 to 1981. She was a huge influence in who I am

today as an artist/photographer myself, as well as my thesis reader and advisor. She gave me

confidence. She was so kind and peaceful, that's what I liked in her the most. Dennis Kan

September 5 at 1:38 PM

LL Lacy Letonoff shared 11 photos to the Wonderful Times album.

September 1 at 5:27 AM

PAGE 5 OF 9



Media Constance  F. Costigan
JUL  3 , 19 3 5  -  AUG  2 7, 2 0 2 4

LL Lacy Letonoff shared 11 photos to the Wonderful Times album. September 1 at 5:27 AM

PAGE 6 OF 9



Media Constance  F. Costigan
JUL  3 , 19 3 5  -  AUG  2 7, 2 0 2 4

LL

PAGE 7 OF 9



Media Constance  F. Costigan
JUL  3 , 19 3 5  -  AUG  2 7, 2 0 2 4

LL

PAGE 8 OF 9



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Constance by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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